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(continued on page 2)
““I want my 
students 
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Student callers 








I N S I D E
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Research Momentum
Jelsma	and	his	students	get	their	work	published
Jaclyn Ver Mulm, Dr. Tony Jelsma, and Seth Vande Kamp examine tissue sections on the computer using a digital camera and microscope in the histology lab.
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Serious Questions for Serious Christians
Carl E. Zylstra
F r O M  T H E  p r E s i D E n T













































































































Histology students  
see creation up close
Dr. Tony Jelsma introduces students to the wonder and excitement of discovering and exploring small pieces 



























































































































































A (Somewhat) Impossible Task 
Multi-family dwellings like those in this Israeli settlement are common sights for students on the Middle East Studies Program. Following their early departure from Cairo 
aft er the January 25th Revolution, CCCU (Council of Christian Colleges and Universities) students are spending more of their semester in other Middle Eastern countries.
 Vo i c e  3
Peter Kuipers has compiled a list of 
Easter works for solo trumpet and brass 
ensemble that will be useful to church 
musicians.
Adrian Hielema
2011 DORDT DISCOVERY DAYS
Your passport to educational adventure
Register Now!
www.dordt.edu/events/ddd




































































































































































































Senior Spanish major Adrianna Oudman has spent several summers, breaks, and a semester immersed in the language of other cultures. She has worked with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators and spent a semester in Nicaragua at the Nehemiah Center. There she worked with Rakel Jaentske, who works with an HIV/AIDS program and Luz 
Urania Largaespada, the director of the Nehemiah Center's Ezra Team for development and training.
 On the Web 
Find out more about TheHopeLine at 
www.thehopeline.comJen De Jong
Oudman feels wired for language 




















































































































































































Media students get a local gig
Psych students learn how we learn
Fox is elected 
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Jacob Fox
Julia De Koekkoek says she’s grown quite attached to 
Bernard, her gerbil. She is teaching him to do a variety 




































































































































































Concrete canoe gets ready for contest
Vo i c e  6
Engineers and a few of their friends saw the results of their planning and designing on February 12 when they poured the concrete canoe that they’ll paddle in late April 
in North Dakota. They’ll be competing against teams from nine other Midwest universities.
The ASCE National Concrete Canoe Competition (NCCC) is a 
mentally and physically challenging 
competition that allows students to 
apply what they are learning in the 
classroom and develop team and 
project management skills they will 
need in their careers, according 
the event’s website. It challenges 
students’ knowledge, creativity, and 
stamina, while it showcases the 
versatility and durability of concrete 
as a building material.
content.asce.org/conferences/nccc2011/index.html
The Competition 
The canoe has a density of 64.64lb/ft^3 and a theoretical 
weight of 206lb. The concrete needs 
to have a wet density between 
55-70 lb/ft3. Currently, it has a 
theoretical density of 64.64 lb/ft3. 
A total amount of 400 lb/yd3 for 
hydraulic cement can be used, and 
our mix had 399.26 lb/yd3. The total 
mass for hydraulic cement could 
be between 30-50% of the total 
cementitious materials used, and 
we used 21.46%. Aggregates had 
to be a minimum of 25% for the 
entire mix, and we used 30.51%.  
Sustainable aggregates had to 
constitute a minimum of 50% for the 
total aggregate weight, and our mix 





























































































































































































Caleb Wilson loves being back on the farm following 
his time in Iraq. He’s currently balancing his farm 
work with taking classes in agriculture.
Theatre arts students claim awards
 Vo i c e  7
Dea Lieu needs dialysis three times per 
week. Supporters hope to get a trans-
plant scheduled so the money raised 
can go toward his transplant rather 
than his dialysis.
The Secret Garden	was last fall’s mainstage production. Several members of the cast were invited to compete in the Irene Ryan Acting Competition based on their 
performances in the play. Seamstress Sue Blom also received an award for the play’s costume design.
Wilson adjusts to civilian life
c e n t e r  p i e c e
V o i c e  8 V o i c e  9
Business Professor Dr. John Visser has a map of the world on a wall in his office. Colored 
pins indicate the countries in which 
his former students  live. The pins stick 
into 43 countries, including Russia, 
China, several African countries. The 
relationships he’s developed with people 
in these countries have helped him 
understand the impact that religious 
belief has on economics.
Visser has written a manuscript 
that grew out of his teaching and 
study over the past decades. He is 
using it this spring as the primary text 
in his A.R.T. course, Economics and 
Religious Beliefs, to help students better 
understand that belief shouldn’t be 
marginalized when people think about 
business and economics. Visser looks 
at the impact beliefs have on economic 
activity, personal habits, risk taking, 
views of government, and more—
Christian as well as Buddhist, secular 
materialist as well as Marxist. 
He uses articles about current 
events in today’s world, like the 
revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt, 
and Libya, to demonstrate the 
misconception that religious belief is a 
private affair.
“What we believe shapes how we 
see government, what values we hold, 
and how we think about achievement 
and productivity,” he says. Thinking 
that belief is simply a private affair 
contributes to persistent difficulties and 
unrest in our world, he believes.
“If you know something about 
Confucianism you get a better sense 
of how China has been able to achieve 
such dramatic economic change in the 
last decade,” he says.
“In the Middle East today, you 
have a highly educated and youthful 
population living in an economic 
system that doesn’t have a place for 
them to use their skills,” he says. The 
results are becoming obvious.
In the West, massive technology 
changes have had a profound effect 
on employment. Visser believes that 
asking how beliefs drive the decisions 
that bring these changes will help us 
know how to address problems and find 
solutions to them. 
“Whether a business person’s 
motivation is personal profit or 
providing a service makes a big 
difference,” he says. That motivation is 
strongly influenced by religious belief.
Visser believes that capitalism and 
democracy offer the best opportunities 
for people to live lives of fulfillment 
and potential, but he also wants his 
students to see how these systems can 
be distorted by unbiblical worldviews.
“I want students to understand 
the central role of religious belief in 
economics,” says Visser. “The culture 
you live in pulls you in a certain 
direction, sometimes unthinkingly.” 
He hopes the course will be a tool his 
students take with them to help them 
make deliberate biblical choices in their 
careers and the other economic areas of 
their lives.
A.R.T. courses are not classes in painting, sculpture, or photography. In Dordt’s academic catalog—when punctuated with periods, at least—A.R.T. denotes Advanced Reformed Thought courses. 
The Core Program requires each student to take one of these courses to explore what a Reformed worldview offers in a particular area of study.
The courses featured below, along with seven other A.R.T. courses currently on the books, examine how Reformed thinking, in dialogue with other ways of thinking, has an effect on a particular area of study. Students learn how Reformed writers have 
contributed to our understanding of the topic and develop their own mature, critical understanding. The goal is to help students become more deeply engaged as Reformed Christians in every part of their lives. 
Written by Sally Jongsma
A.R.T. Courses
During many of his summers, Dr. John Visser has taught business courses to students in different countries around the world. He’s taken the insights 
he’s gained to write about the importance of religious belief for businesses and economic systems.
Economics and Religious Beliefs
Why Postmodernism isn’t Necessarily 
a Bad Word (for Calvinists)
Philosophy Professor Dr. Neal DeRoo wants to show his students that Reformed 
philosophy is relevant to our 
contemporary postmodern culture. 
He also wants them to understand 
how Calvinists can have an impact on 
the world and that postmodernism, in 
many areas of life, makes a Reformed 
voice more able to be heard.
 In fact, reformational 
philosophy shares something with 
postmodernism.
“Key to both reformational 
philosophers and postmodernists is 
the idea that knowledge is contextual. 
Our set of beliefs is rooted in our 
backgrounds and that helps us read 
our world,” says De Roo. In other 
words, everyone has a worldview 
that shapes the way they think 
and act. Rather than dismissing 
postmodernism as “bland relativism” 
in which anything goes, as many do, 
De Roo says that postmodernism 
opens a door to conversations 
between people with different belief 
systems by respecting that they come 
from differing starting points that 
contribute to their view of the world. 
Post modernism can lead to ethical 
relativism, but it need not.
DeRoo takes his students though 
the main themes of postmodernism, 
putting them alongside main themes 
of Reformed Calvinism to find 
similarities and differences.
A postmodernist approach, 
by trying to understand other’s 
traditions, doesn’t ask us to ignore 
differences or even to get rid of all 
differences, but to examine how a 
particular tradition acts out 
of its core beliefs, De Roo 
notes.
“What does that 
mean for Reformed 
Christians?” De Roo 
asks his students. 
“It means we 
may have more 
opportunity to 
enter academic and cultural discourse 
to talk about what makes us unique 
and say that the authority for us is the 
Bible, which shapes how we see the 
world and live in it,” says De Roo. It 
also challenges students to ask what 
insights they have gained from their 
Reformed tradition and figure out how 
to communicate them to those from 
other traditions.
“If you know where others are 
coming from you can communicate 
with them more effectively because 
you understand each other’s 
assumptions,” says De Roo.
In the last month of the course 
De Roo and his students focus on 
the church as a body of believers and 
on its role in our 









whether we reflect a biblical 
understanding of the church today.
Using James K. Smith’s Who’s 
Afraid of Postmodernism: Taking 
Derrida, Lyotard, and Foucault to 
Church (The Church and Postmodern 
Culture), De Roo’s students find 
that today’s church has been heavily 
influenced by modernism’s emphasis 
on individuals and individual rights 
and freedoms rather than the biblical 
narrative in which the church is a 
covenant community elected to serve 
as a body of believers. 
“Election is not a get-out-of-
jail free card but a responsibility to 
serve,” says De Roo. He hopes his 
students take up that challenge as 
they move into the next stage of their 
lives and active involvement 
in their careers and 
in their church 
communities.
 
Did you ever think about the fact that kitchen designs often still reflect female roles of the 
1950s? That’s a question Dr. Ethan Brue 
likes to ask students in his History of 
Science and Technology A.R.T. course. 
Sinks were put beneath a window 
facing the backyard so the stay-at-home 
mom could keep an eye on her children 
playing in the back yard while she was 
doing dishes.
Examples such as this help Brue 
demonstrate to his students both how 
we shape technology and how it shapes 
us. In the 1950s a woman’s role was to 
be at home with her children while her 
husband worked at a job that would 
earn the money they needed to live. The 
kitchen was her domain. 
Throughout his teaching Brue helps 
students see that technology doesn’t 
just happen. It is shaped by what we 
believe, and those beliefs have concrete 
implications. Together the class asks 
questions and explores answers. They 
come to see, for example, that the 
automobile did not simply change the 
way Americans travel; it changed how 
we define community, education, work, 
play, and worship. Its effect is greater 
than providing a better way to get 
people to events.
 Brue’s course focuses on the history 
of science generally and discusses 
how the western notion of science vs. 
religion is a misnomer. 
“There is no theoretical knowing 
that is not guided or directed by a 
religious belief of one sort or another,” 
Brue reiterates. His students often are 
surprised to find that the Copernican 
controversy over heliocentrism was 
far less about biblical faith vs. science 
and far more about new ideas doing 
battle with traditional pagan Greek 
understandings of the universe and 
society.
Brue gives his students the 
historical context to help them think 
about the tools and toys that surround 
them today.
 “No one can exist without being 
affected by technology today,” he says. 
Whether we’re brushing our teeth 
or planting a garden, technological 
developments shape how we do it, both 
for good and for bad. 
“I believe that reformational 
thinking has the most distinctive 
approach for helping Christians think 
about the sciences,” says Brue. “Asking 
what kind of thinking has shaped our 
technology also helps us figure out how 
the technology we use is shaping us. 
It’s not enough to understand our own 
religious perspective—to abstractly  
believe. We’re constantly being 
shaped—including what we believe 
in—by the technical world we live in.”  
 Brue points out to his students—
both engineering and arts students—
that today’s technology-saturated, 
scientifically oriented culture assumes 
that what we know must be rationally 
defensible and scientifically verifiable. 
Such a view throws out other kinds 
of knowing that are more artistic and 
intuitive as well as how we come to 
know our most foundational beliefs 
in a God who covenants with his 
creation.  By unconsciously accepting 
the scientific assumptions embedded in 
the way we live and what we surround 
ourselves with we become influenced by 
them in other parts of our lives as well, 
affecting how we think about things 
as diverse as origins, bioethics, space, 
computers in schools, gender roles, and 
more.
Brue hopes his students will ask 
themselves how they are shaped by the 
technology they use.
“We need to see ourselves as 
technology creators.” By buying into 
trends as consumers, we’re helping 
set trends and affirming the value of a 
particular way of looking at the world. 
For engineers to design something 
simply because it is what the market 
wants means they are being shaped by a 
worldview, rather than leading out of a 
worldview.
“This course has made 
me so much more aware 
of how religion and 
economics intertwine. 
It also challenged me to 
realize how secular my 
mindset is.”
Anonymous student on a mid-term evaluation
“These A.R.T. classes are long overdue. It’s too 
easy to give students the barebone basics of 
Reformed thought without ever legitimately 
engaging in its application to specific disciplines. 
Teaching a freshman the Creation-Fall-
Redemption outline is a piece of cake. It’s 
more difficult—but all the more necessary and 
rewarding—to get students asking how this 
paradigm can be applied practically to areas like 
agriculture or English, to name a couple.”
Senior Kenny Gradert
Students in Dr. ethan Brue’s History of Science and technology class learn that there is no 









technology and its role 
in society to a biblical 
perspective that we 
are discovering in the 
course.”
Senior Lucas teeuwsen
C E N T E R P I E C E E x T E N D E D















Seerveld’s	A Christian Critique of Art and 
Literature,	and	Susan	Gallagher	and	Roger	





































































“Here at Dordt, we claim 
that being Christian 
impacts our interaction 
with the world. This class 
sets out to prove that 
claim within the realm of 
literature and writing.”
Senior Sarah Roth
Readers as Believers and Writers
Pictured top to 
bottom, left to 
right:
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Research in Teaching and Learning: 



































































































































































































































S P O R T S
Amber Soodsma leaves Dordt as the top women’s 
basketball scorer in Dordt’s history, scoring more than 
1,700 points and tallying over 700 rebounds.
Teams wrap up their winter seasons
Schuttinga
Dr. Paul Fessler works hard to make 
his history classes engaging and expe-
riential. He has also taken students on 
military-style staff rides to help them 
live into the events they are studying.

























































































































































Campaign increases scholarships 
V I S I O N  2 0 2 0
ScholarShip program growth
endowed
Alex Henderson, a junior business administration major from Irving, Texas, joined English Professor Bill 
Elgersma to give a presentation sponsored by Dordt’s residence hall learning coordinators. They talked about 
what it took for each of them to succeed in college.
From Academic Failure to Success
Iowa residents with a registered vehicle can now get a Dordt 
College customized license 
plate through any Iowa county 
treasurer’s office. The fees are 
$25 for a numbered plate and $50 
for a personalized plate with a $5 
annual fee. Information, applications, 
and pictures of the Dordt license 




Subscribe to the 
Dordt College Alumni 
E-news. Go to www.
dordt.edu and click 
on "Alumni"
annually funded









R ecently I gave a campustour to a candidate for afaculty position. She was 
 nishing up her doctoral work 
in Wisconsin, had grown up in 
Seattle, and had graduated from 
Calvin College. At the end of the 
tour she asked me what I thought 
was special about Dordt College 
and why should she consider 
coming here.
It didn’t take me long 
to respond. I said it was the 
community of believers at 
Dordt College and the region 
who are very intentional about working out 
our faith in an educational setting. And it’s 
not just the people on campus. It’s also the 
people in the community. Not that we don’t 
have our faults, but those on and o  campus 
do our best to support each other 
and the students that God has 
placed in our sphere of in­ uence.
An example of community 
involvement in the lives of our 
students is “adoptive” parents 
like Pete and Muriel Visser from 
Sioux Center. Recently in the 
newsletter that we send via 
e-mail to alumni, we asked for 
stories about  the Vissers from 
alumni who shared Sunday 
dinners with them.
Andrea (Van Wyk, ’05) 
Kamper wrote, “My husband, 
Myron, was adopted by Peter and Muriel. 
He went there for tea sometimes in the 
a ernoons as well as on Sundays for dinner. 
 ey even let him borrow their car to take 
me on a date because my husband, from 
California, didn’t have a car until his senior 
year. We still hear from them at Christmas 
and when we had a baby.  ey are a neat 
couple who really encouraged us through 
their hospitality.”
Glenda Buteyn (’71) wrote, “My oldest 
brother John worked for Pete for a semester 
and lived in their home. It was the beginning 
of a wonderful friendship that extended to 
include my parents and our families. We 
visited each other’s homes and had lots of 
laughs. My parents loved them! My brother 
John still visits Pete and Muriel when he 
comes to Iowa from Colorado.”
Pete and Muriel Visser were not the only 
“adoptive” family we heard about. 
Jeany (Schaap, ’84) Plooy wrote, “Pete 
and Rose Schouten had a house full of Dordt 
kids for Sunday dinner many weeks when I 
was attending Dordt. My sophomore through 
senior year I ate really well and laughed really 
hard over Sunday dinners there.” 
 e tradition continues. Many “adoptive” 
parents in the community still take Dordt 
students into their homes. We normally have 
from three to six students at our house on 
Sunday noon (usually my son’s roommates 
looking for a hot meal a er cooking for 
themselves all week!). 
I wish I could have introduced that 
candidate to some of the “adoptive” parents 
around here. 
If you have a story you’d like to share 
about “adoptive” parents please e-mail Wes 
Fopma at wfopma@dordt.edu.
Recently we've had a number of 
requests to o er a personalized license 
plate for friends and alumni who would 
like to publicly demonstrate their a  liation 
with Dordt College. It has  nally arrived! 
Wes Fopma
'Adoptive' parents continue a tradition
A L U M N I  R E L AT I O N S
A L U M N I  N O T E S
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I am in awe of nature’s diversity and find its beauty no 
matter where I am,” notes April 
(Boogerd, ’05) Van Rys. This 
appreciation of natural beauty 
helps to fuel another of her 
passions: photography. Early this 
semester, Van Rys and Maggie 
Mellema (’07) displayed their 
photography in the Campus 
Center art gallery in February. 
Dordt’s art department 
regularly invites Dordt graduates 
to display their art in an 
annual alumni exhibition. At 
the exhibit’s public reception 
on February 4, Van Rys and 
Mellema shared information 
about their photographs and 
about how they think about 
their craft as photographers. 
Others in attendance, including 
both community members 
and Dordt students and faculty 
in attendance were given the 
opportunity to ask questions and 
to chat with the artists. 
Mellema is a partner in a 
photography studio in Omaha, 
Nebraska, called Studio C41. 
Although the studio is primarily 
limited to portraiture, she 
regularly challenges herself with 
“self assignments,” which allow 
her to capture the beauty she 
finds in nature. 
 “One favorite of mine is 
photographing small pieces 
of this big earth,” explains 
Mellema. She works with macro 
photography, capturing very 
small objects in nature, such as 
water drops on a leaf. However, 
she also works with wide angle 
shots because she wants her 
photography to capture what 
life looks like from different 
perspectives.  
Van Rys also tries to capture 
varying perspectives because, as 
she observes, “nature is always 
changing with the seasons or 
even at different times of the 
day.” Van Rys digitally enhances 
all of her photos in order to 
highlight the best aspects of the 
item or landscape. “I aim for 
vibrant colors and pigmented 
skies in every photograph,” she 
explains. 
You can see some of these 
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April Van rys and her husband, Matt (’05), travel the country observing, celebrating, and photographing natural beauty. Her photo “Broken Arch,” taken at Arches
 National Park, was one of the photos she displayed on campus in January. Maggie Mellema likes seeing up close small pieces of the world around her. Her “Daisy,” part of 
the exhibit, was taken while teaching a photography class during Dordt Discovery Days.




































































































































































For Droog, understanding a client's 
worldview helps resolve the conflict
 Vo i c e  1 5
Dan and Julie (Visser) Droog enjoy their transplant from the Midwest to Houston, Texas. Photo by Adam Nyholt
“Dordt	College	ingrains	in	you	an	
intentional,	thoughtful	approach	to	living.	
We’ve	found	that	our	friends	who	went	to	
large	secular	universities	are	looking	for	that	
and	want	to	talk	together	about	what	our	
faith	means	for	the	way	we	live.”
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